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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, September 19, 2021  │ 10 o’clock in the morning 

 

 

We are an Open and  

Affirming/Reconciling 

Congregation  

of the United Church of Christ 

and the  

United Methodist Church.  
 

No matter who you are  

or where you are  

on your faith journey,  

you are welcome  

at the  

Cotuit Federated Church! 

40 School Street  │  Post Office Box 436  │  Cotuit, MA  02635 

www.cotuitfederatedchurch.org  │ 508-428-6163   

Liturgy and Prayers by Spill the Beans 
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GUEST INFORMATION: Thank you for worshipping with us today!  Pick up a welcome brochure to 

learn more about our church. Join us for coffee hour following today’s worship — just follow the 

crowd to our community room (Bruce Hall). Both our sanctuary and community room are 

handicapped-accessible at the High Street entrance. Handicapped parking is available on High 

Street and in the driveway to Bruce Hall. Please ask a Greeter or Deacon to answer any questions. 
 

FELLOWSHIP PADS:  Whenever you have questions or comments, feel free to note them in the red 

fellowship pads available at each pew.  Everyone — guests and regular attenders alike — are 

asked to sign the fellowship pads when passed during the Offering.  If you are a first time visitor, 

please include your email or physical mailing address. 
 

PRAYER CARDS:  You will find prayer request cards at the Welcome Center and in the pew racks. 

You are invited to fill out a card and place it in the offering basket.  If you want your request 

included in next Sunday’s bulletin, please check the appropriate box. 
 

OUR E-LIST:  The “Weekly Word” is an e-mail newsletter for our members and friends.  If you do not 

receive it and would like to, please complete the New Comer form available in the  Welcome 

Packet, or call the Church Office at (508) 428-6163 or e-mail cfc436@gmail.com to sign up. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS:   If you would like to donate flowers on any given Sunday, please sign up on the 

Sign-Up Sheet or contact Margaret in the office—(508) 428-6163— with your dedication. 
 

Please join us today for coffee and refreshments following the service. 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY  
 

 

“One life is all we have and we live it as we believe in living it. But to sacrifice 
what you are and to live without belief, that is a fate more terrible than dying .”  

— Joan of Arc  

   
“In worshiping Jesus as the scapegoat, Christians should have learned to stop 

scapegoating. We too could be utterly wrong about choosing victims, just as high 
priest and king, Jerusalem and Rome—the highest levels of authority—were utterly 

wrong about Jesus. Power itself is not a good guide, yet for many, if not most 
people, authority soothes their anxiety and relieves their own responsibility to 

form a mature conscience .”   
— Richard Rohr  
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PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME                              

        
ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, and CONCERNS  

Additional announcements can be found in the Weekly Word e-mail sent out on Friday mornings.   

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   

The Passing of the Peace is the oldest part of the Christian liturgy and is a special way we welcome 

each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.  At this time due to COVID, you are invited to participate 

by crossing your hands over your heart, waving or giving the sign of the peace.  

WOR S H I P  C E L E BR AT I ON  

Sunday, September 19, 2021  │   10 o’clock in the morning 

CALL TO WORSHIP & INVOCATION           Linda Harmon 

  
One: As we read and hear of actions that shock us, 

as we read and hear of actions that raise huge questions,  

 as we read and hear of actions that get our pulses racing,  

 we come to listen 

and seek to understand...  
 

Many: God, you made us, and you love us.  

 

 Lord, the world is a complicated place, 

there is so much to discover, 

so much to learn about, 

we worry sometimes that our minds won’t hold it all.  
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OPENING HYMN   Hymnal 116 

Please join in singing. God of Abraham Praise 

 
 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above; Ancient of 

Everlasting Days, and God of love; Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and 

heaven confessed; I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 

 

The great I AM has sworn; I on this oath depend.  I shall, on eagle wings 

upborne, to heaven ascend.  I shall behold God’s face; I shall God’s 

power adore, and sing the wonders of God’s grace forever more. 

 

The heavenly land I see, with peace and plenty blest; a land of sacred 

liberty, and endless rest.  There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine 

abound, and trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned. 

 

The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing, and “Holy, holy, 

holy!” cry, “Almighty King! Who was, and is, the same, and evermore 

shall be: Jehovah, Lord, the great I AM, we worship thee!”  
 

 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734690.  All rights reserved. 

Many: Lord, we are glad to have stories in the bible,  

 big stories and little stories 

to help us know you and understand 

more about the universe.  

 

 Lord God, help us to explore the hard stories,  

 the ones that sometimes make little sense to us,  

 help us to see you in them and to learn from them. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Linda Harmon 
 

 

One: Let us pray the prayer of confession together. . .  

 

All: Lord, as the days get shorter 

and the seasons change from summer to autumn  

 we remember that everything changes, all the time.  

 You made it that way and know that it is good.  

 Why is it we shy away from change? What are we afraid of?  

 Change is constant, the earth rotates around the sun,  

 life begins and ends every moment. 

Life is a gift, each child precious, unique, 

each one loved and adored.  

 Forgive us when we waste the gift of life, 

for those times we waste in front of the TV or on our devices,  

 life is made for sharing, for talking 

and caring for each other.  

 Forgive us when we misuse the gift of life,  

 for those times when we are rude or cruel,  

 life is made for loving each other 

and finding ways to reconcile to each other.  

 Remind us of how precious each one of us is,  

 of how important it is to treat each other 

as we want to be treated.  

 Guide us through the changes 

that come our way, 

and help us to find ways to cope with them.  

 May we strive to offer ourselves for our brothers and sisters,  

 sacrificing our wants and desires  

 to help bring in your kingdom here and now.  

 Amen. 
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WORD OF FORGIVENESS            Rev. Angela Menke Ballou 

CHILDREN ’S MOMENT    
Young children are invited forward to share in the Children’s Message.  

SPECIAL MUSIC  Performed by Sarah Sadler 
 

Brother James’ Air [arr. Malcolm Archer] 

 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734690.  All rights reserved. 

HYMN  Hymnal 286 

Please join in singing. O Sacred Head 

 

O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown: how pale thou 

art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!  How does that visage 

languish which once was bright as morn! 

 

What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain; mine, mine 

was the transgression but thine the deadly pain.  Lo, here I fall, my Savior! 

‘Tis I deserve thy place; look on me with thy favor, vouch-safe to me thy 

grace. 

 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, for this thy 

dying sorrow, thy pity without end?  O make me thine forever; and 

should I fainting be, Lord, let me never outlive my love to thee.  

 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734690.  All rights reserved. 
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HEBREW BIBLE LESSON  Rev. Angela Menke Ballou 
Genesis 21:1-3, 22:1-14 

MEDITATION  Rev. Angela Menke Ballou 
 

Sacrifice 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD ’S PRAYER  
Before and after our prayer we will sing.      

                                                          

Prayer in Song [TFWS # 2025] 
 

As the deer pants for the water 

So my soul longs after Thee 

You alone are that my heart desire 

And I long to worship You 

 

You alone my strength my shield 

To you alone may my spirit yield 

You alone that my heart desire 

And I long to worship You 

 
 

Gathering of the Prayers 
    Prayer in Song 

GOSPEL BIBLE LESSON  Linda Harmon 
John 1:19-29 
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*Doxology: 
 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow, 

Praise God all creature here below, 

Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Lord’s Prayer 
  

 The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 Prayer in Song 

OFFERTORY  
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BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE  COPYRIGHT INFORMATION:    
 

Music is reprinted with permission under  

ONE LICENSE #A-734690. All rights reserved. 

CLOSING HYMN   Hymnal #593 

Please join in singing. Here I am, Lord 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.   

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?  Refrain. 

 

Refrain:   Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   

  I have heard you calling in the night. 

  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

  I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain. 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  Refrain. 

  
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-734690.  All rights reserved. 
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TODAY’S SERVERS 

Ministers:  All the People of Cotuit Federated Church      
Pastor:  Rev. Angela Menke Ballou   │ Director of Music:  Megan Anthony 

Deacon for September: Kathi Campbell │  Lay Reader:  Linda Harmon 
Greeters:  Scott Berkey, Pattie, Berkey 

Director of Christian Education:  Lynne Belfiore 
Admin. Assistant for Ministry:  Margaret Margolis  │  Sexton:  Mark Eames 

Thank you to all who served today! 

• Sunday School will gather on the playground after The Children’s Moment.   

All ages will gather there.  Children can be picked up after worship service. 

 

• Coffee and refreshments will be offered after the service. 

 

• Special Celebration during Coffee Hour — make sure to join us! 

TODAY’S HAPPENINGS 

REMINDER:  Next Sunday, September 26 

 

BLOCK PARTY and COMMUNITY POTLUCK 

Come celebrate our return of Sunday School, our community, and 

fellowship.  Bring your favorite dish to share.  We will gather after 

worship service at 11:30 a.m. 
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See back page for this week’s Calendar and more Announcements. 

MIRACLE KITCHEN and FAITH FAMILY KITCHEN: 

Tuesday, September 28 and Wednesday, October 21 (FFK)   

The Salvation Army (100 North Street, Hyannis) is back up and running.  Miracle Kitchen 

food will be prepared there.  The Faith Family Kitchen is also back and is the third 

Wednesday of the month 4:30 –7 p.m.  For more information about volunteering for 

either of these wonderful programs, contact Ken Molloy at kmacape@comcast.net. 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR: 

Thursday, September 23 (6 p.m.)   

Reminder to Join Megan Anthony on Thursday evenings in Bruce Hall for Handbell Choir.  

Beginners or just interested are welcome, as well as seasoned ringers!  

  

BLOOD DRIVE 

Monday, September 27 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Look for more information in the Weekly Word. 

 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES 

Sunday, October 3 and Thursday, October 7 

For those interested in learning mor about Cotuit Federated Church, or if you are inter-

ested in recommitting to walk with us in faith.  Contact Pastor Angie if you would like to 

participate at cotuitpastor@comcast.net or come on Sunday after worship.  Look for 

more information in the fall edition of the CHIMES newsletter. 

 

SMALL GROUP BOOK STUDY 

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Beginning October 5 through December 7 (no class on 11/23).  An eight week, small 

group book study on the ancient, time-tested practice of praying the Scriptures.  Books 

available in Bruce Hall for $10.  Look for more information in the fall edition of the 

CHIMES newsletter or in the Weekly Word. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CALENDAR 

MONDAY, September 20  

Cotuit Nursery School returns 9 a.m.—noon 

Chair Yoga for Seniors 9 a.m. 

AA Meeting  6:30 —7:30 p.m. 
  

TUESDAY, September 21  

BET meeting 8:30 a.m. 

Church Office Open 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Cotuit Nursery School 9 a.m.—noon 
  

WEDNESDAY, September 22  

Church Office Open 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Cotuit Nursery School 9 a.m.—noon 

Prayer Circle 9 a.m.  

AA Women’s Group—BREATHE 6:30—8 p.m. 
  

THURSDAY, September 23  

Church Office Open 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Cotuit Nursery School 9 a.m.—noon 

Chair Yoga for Seniors 9 a.m. 

Handbell Choir  6 p.m. 
  

FRIDAY, September 24  

Church Office Open 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

Cotuit Nursery School 9 a.m.—noon 

AA Meeting  7—8 p.m. 
  

SATURDAY, September 25  

MEMORIAL Service— Sean Walsh 4 p.m. 

SUNDAY, September  26  

Worship & Sunday School 10 a.m. 

Block Party / Community Potluck following service 
  

For more events,  

www.cotuitfederatedchurch.org 

Church Office:  cfc436@comcast.net │508-428-6163 

COMMUNITY 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

Can you help with snacks for a 

nearby Habitat for Humanity build?  

The local Cape Cod chapter is 

gearing up for construction of six 

homes in East Falmouth, beginning 

Saturday, October 2.  Volunteers or 

groups are needed to provide a 

snack for 35-40 individuals on Tuesday 

and Saturdays at 10 a.m.  Bev Parke, 

coordinator, (St. Mary’s in Barnstable) 

can be reached at (774) 994-2273 or 

robnbevparke@verizon.net. 


