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The First Sunday of ADVENT 

Sunday, November 29, 2020 │ 10 o’clock in the morning 

 

 

 

COTUIT FEDERATED CHURCH 
40 School Street  •  Post Office Box 436  • Cotuit, MA  02635 

Ignite HOPE 
Light One Candle 

 

Pray 
Dear God, enfold in your 

love and grace everyone 

who is experiencing 

despair.  Even in places 

of thick shadows, may we 

feel your warm arms 

embracing, and may 

your light of hope shine, if 

ever so faintly.  This we 

pray, in Jesus’s name.  

Amen. 

WELCOME 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, and CONCERNS  

Additional announcements can be found in the Weekly Word e-mail sent 

out on Friday mornings.   

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST   

The Passing of the Peace is the oldest part of the Christian liturgy and is a 

special way we welcome each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. You 

are invited to participate in this ritual by adding in the comment section . 

OPENING HYMN    

 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
[Hymnal 196; Rowland H. Prichard]  

 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

WORDS:  Charles Wesley, 1744.  MUSIC:  Rowland H. Prichard, 1830. 

CALL TO WORSHIP & INVOCATION  



Page │  2 

THE LIGHTING  
OF OUR ADVENT WREATH  
  

 one candle:  HOPE 

 
HYMN    

 People, Look East 
[Hymnal 202; Eleanor Farjeon]  

 

People, look east.  The time is near of the crowning 

of the year.  Make your house fair as you are able, 

trim the hearth and set the table.  People, look 

east:  Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad.  Though earth is bare, one more 

seed is planted there.  Give up your strength the 

seed to nourish, that in course the flower may 

flourish.  Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

Stars, keep the watch.  When night is dim, one 

more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond the 

frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.  

People, look east:  Love, the Star, is on the way. 

 

Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who 

brings new life to earth.  Set every peak and valley 

humming with the word, the Lord is coming.  

People, look east:  Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 

People, Look East, Eleanor Farjeon, Martin Shaw. © 1928, Oxford 

University Press. All rights reserved.. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE #A-734690. All rights reserved. 

and will settle disputes for many peoples.  They will 

beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into 

pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against 

nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Come, 

descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of 

the Lord. 

GOSPEL LESSON  
Matthew 24:36-44 

 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even 

the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 

coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the 

flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the 

ark; and they knew nothing about what would 

happen until the flood came and took them all away. 

That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  

Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the 

other left.  Two women will be grinding with a hand 

mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 

what day your Lord will come.  But understand this: If 

the owner of the house had known at what time of 

night the thief was coming, he would have kept 

watch and would not have let his house be broken 

into.  So you also must be ready, because the Son of 

Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 

him. 

 

 

MEDITATION  
 

Hygge & Hope 

Rev. Angela Menke-Ballou and  

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser 

SPECIAL MUSIC    
 

Magic Every Moment 

Sung by Megan Anthony 

 
 All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE #A-734690. All rights reserved. 

HEBREW BIBLE LESSON  
Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 

and Jerusalem: In the last days the mountain of the 

Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the 

mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all 

nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come and 

say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the temple of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us 

his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

 

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord 

from Jerusalem.  He will judge between the nations 
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CLOSING HYMN    
 

 Be Not Afraid 

 [Bob Dufford]    

 

You shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not 

die of thirst. You shall wander far in safety though 

you do not know the way. 

You shall speak your words in foreign lands  

and all will understand.  

You shall see the face of God and live. 
 

Be not afraid. 

I go before thee always. 

Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 
 

If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you 

shall not drown. If you walk amid the burning 

flames, you shall not be harmed. If you stand 

before the pow'r of hell and death is at your side, 

know that I am with you through it all. 
 

Be not afraid. 

I go before thee always. 

Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 
 

Blessed are your poor, for the kingdom shall be 

theirs. Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one 

day you shall laugh. 

And if wicked tongues insult and hate you 

all because of me, blessed, blessed are you! 
 

Be not afraid. 

I go before thee always. 

Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 

 
 

Be Not Afraid, Bob Dufford. © 1975, 1978, Robert J. Dufford, SJ 

and OCP. All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under 

ONE LICENSE #A-734690. All rights reserved..  

BENEDICTION  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION:    
 

Music is reprinted with permission under  

ONE LICENSE #A-734690. All rights reserved. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
& LORD ’S PRAYER   
 

 Prayer in Song 

Still, still, still 

One can hear the falling snow. 

For all is hushed, 

The world is sleeping, 

Holy Star its vigil keeping. 

Still, still, still, 

One can hear the falling snow. 

 

Gathering of the Prayers 
    Prayer in Song 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
  

 The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Prayer in Song 
 
 

OFFERTORY  
 

*Doxology: 
Praise God from whom all blessing flow, 

Praise God all creature here below, 

Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

ADVENT Wreath Liturgies by:  

Maren Tirabassi and the UCC Pension Board. 

Prayers by: Connie Brady (adapted) 

 


